Although the CSF concentration of ranitidine is lower than the corresponding CSF concentration of cimetidine (mean 0 10 j-tg/ml plus 0-07 fg/ml for cimetidine's sulphoxide metabolite),2 the CSF/plasma ratios of the drugs are almost equal-namely, 0 -06 for ranitidine and 0 -07 for cimetidine.
The mental confusion seen in the occasional patient treated with cimetidine or ranitidine is unexplained. In two cases mental confusion developing in a patient on cimetidine did not recur when the patient took ranitidine. 7 However, in one case ranitidine was given at a pharmacologically lower dose than cimetidine, though both drugs were given at doses higher than normally recommended. In the other cases cimetidine was given in a high intravenous dose despite depressed renal function. When mental confusion appeared
